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Event: Corks & Forks – Kingston International Wine Festival
Partner Organization: Kingston Accommodation Partners
RTO 9 was proud to provide partner with Kingston Accommodation Partners for their inaugural Corks & Forks – Kingston International Wine Festival.  The 3-day festival was a weekend jam packed with engaging experiences to learn about Canadian and international wines directly from winemakers through seminars, tasting panels led by special guests and winemaker dinners at Kingston’s restaurants.  The event focused on attracting culinary tourists of all ages from Ottawa, Montreal, Toronto, upstate NY and surrounding areas with attendees visiting Kingston for up to 4 overnight stays. The April timing was optimal to create an injection of new tourism revenues in the slower shoulder season for the Kingston area.  The weekend long festival organized by Savvy Company attracted over 600 people, 50% from out of town, generating hotel accommodation and highlighting the emerging restaurant and hospitality industry in the area.
The festival will become an annual destination for wine education and experiences generating continuous new tourism opportunities for area hotels, restaurants, retail & transportation.
RTO 9’s partnership funding contributed to costs associated with putting Corks & Forks together including venue rental, speaker fees, table rentals and social media marketing.
A few of the rave reviews from trade, wineries & media…

Thank YOU for your willingness to try an event in Kingston. We are grateful – Juanita FritzMillett, LCBO
Product Consultant

On Saturday night, I was slammed like never before with people coming to my bar before heading to the
Residence Inn for the big wine tasting event – bartender at Aquaterra

We were completely blown away by the events we participated in. You and your team put on a fantastic
event that Kingston is still talking about. I have spoken to so many who are looking forward to next
year. One of the winners of the draw I held sent me this message: “It was so fun! Thank you! We are
already planning to go next year.” – Lori Sweet, wine writer voyagewriters.com
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